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Flaranépalis — ‘Best Of The Best’

By DIANE SMITH
“It"s the best of the best,” said Hans Keeling. a lo-
cal boy who is carving out a new life in Floriandpolis,
Brazil, switching from his past a3 a corporate lawyer
to hig present endeavor a5 an entrepréneiur.
The former Tiburon resident now is the founder and
managing director of Nexwr Surf, a new surlfadventure

Former Tibhuron resident Hans Keeling, the founder
and director af a surffadventure sport resort on an
istand in southern Brazil

sport resort on an iskand in southern Brazil, a 45-min-
ute flight from Sfo Paulo,
This 32-mile-long and 12-mile-wide island is made

up of 17* Century fishing villages, jungle-covered hills,
sparkling lagoons and 42 unspoiled, sandy beaches, 18
of which are known as “quality surf beaches.”

In fact, a recent Newsweek article names "'Floripa™
(its pickname) mumber 10 on a list of the most dynom-
ie cities in the world.

But surfing is not the only pastime on this idyilic
wvacation jsle, Just as availpbleé are wind surfing, kite
surfing, eco-hiking and tours, sand dune boarding, riv-
cr rafiing, horschack riding, snorkeling and deep sea
diving, all within minutes of each other.

Kezling's headquarters face the Atlantic Ocean 50
the surf constantly is up, but behind it on the opposite
sifie of the island 15 3 quiet lagoon where one can rekax
on a sandy beach in a peaceful seiting.

Immediately next (o Keeling’s property is a large
nature preserve, 50 when vou're tired of marine ac-
tvities, there aré numerous hiking paths to explore,
Ciher options are to visit the historic sites — a fort
constructed in 1740 by the Portuguese to defend them-
selves from the French — walk through small fish-
ing villages with their stone bungalows and cobbled
streets that have changed Hitle in the last 100 vears, or
drive around the mansions owned by ultra-rich Brazil-
s who have discovered Florpa - those who know,
compare this area with Mew York™s H

Brazil's seasons are, of course, Opposite to ours so,
fraam Jume through August {their winter), temperaiunes
Teerver around TO degrees F. January through March has
an average of 83 degrees. “The weather's tem
year round,” said Kesling, “on average, about five 1o
ten degreecs warmer than San Dicgo in any particular
seas0On,”

Kecling’s enterprise is an all-inclusive business that
can arrange & rental towndouse or kome (for four peo-
phe, it costs an average of $1,499 per person for seven
nights} with air conditioning, wireless high-speed In-
ternet connection, LS, phone line, private pool, bi
screen television, and surf lessons and excursions Ieg

Continued on next page W
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an music, plus everything in between,

ight, we take 1o the "hot spot’ of the
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ipa iz one of Bra-

2il's largest exporters of shellfish.
“We try to our visitors an insider’s view of the
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zafe, " to what one often hears on the news |
about Brazil. The mega-cities of Sio Paulo and Rio get
a bad rap for crime, and &0, but not here, |
Another thing, Brazilians are known for their hospital-
ity and really like Americans, mdlhir;‘;: growing
trend for Americans to buy property HP‘“"H?
Californians.”

Asked when the best month is to visit
Keeling said, “March and April are great
Floripa, It's warm: buf not oo warm, m&ﬂt'meﬂﬁ
Camaval is at the end of February, marking the
of the Brazilizn vacation season, so the atmosphers
is a lintke more relaxed. It really all depends on what
you're afier though, as there s no definite *best’ time
to visit.™

While growing wp in Tiburon, Keeling ilttndbd
Reed, Bel Aire and Del Mar schools before going on
lo Redwood for two years and graduating from Bran-
son in 1994,

Starting oul #l Princeton p
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o from Stanford in 1998, then went on fo

& for law school, graduating in 2001 in the top
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After five years corporate law in:Los

hn,gel:nuﬂ:n 20-hour days, he was of-

ﬂ:rnd international firm in Rio

J Bn:il.. “I found out [ didn’t like law any

I:m:rmlhu,. mjnyedhﬂngnlh-ml, he
said, “and decided 10 m"pn:l-nn

sports, foreign cultures and travel.” Having discovered

adventure — andpolis, go to www.neussurf.com.
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His parents, Edward and Christa Keeling, sl live
in Tiburon but have been won over by the magic of
Floriandpaolis and are in the process o vaca-
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nHI{e.el bt to me, no place stands out cultural-
Iy, historica mdwilhdumﬂn’lbmuruﬂhmu
nﬁ! that Flortandpolis offers. It really is
and in many ways reminds me of a
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For more information on Mexus Surl




